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Commemorating Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou: A
Legacy of Courage and Vision

s’ )

Dr.Abdul Rahman Ghassemlduf,"

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends from the Norwegian, Iranian, and Kurdish
communities,

We gather here today at the Nobel Peace Centre in Oslo to honor the memory
of Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou. Thirty-five years ago, on July 13, 1989, he
was assassinated in Vienna, Austria, while negotiating with an Iranian
delegation for a peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue in Iran. Alongside him,
Abdullah Ghaderi Azar and Dr. Fazil Rasul were also brutally murdered—a
clear violation of the principles of dialogue and diplomacy. Their dedication
to democracy, decentralization, and minority rights continues to inspire us
today.

This tragic event was a huge loss not only for the Kurds in Iran and Kurdistan
but also for the democratic movement in Iran. The Nobel Peace Centre, a
symbol of peace, democracy, and human rights, represents the values Dr.
Ghassemlou dedicated his life to. His ideals align deeply with those promoted
by this esteemed institution and the global human rights movement.
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Today, we reaffirm our commitment to these principles and call upon Norway
and other European countries to take decisive action against the Iranian
regime. This regime has consistently oppressed the Iranian people, imposed
a dictatorial religious system, suppressed democratic freedoms, destabilized
regional peace, and violated international law by supporting terrorism.

Dr. Ghassemlou's role in the Kurdish struggle was immense. As the leader of
the Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI), he fought for Kurdish rights
within Iran. He dreamed of a democratic Iran where Kurds and other
minorities would have equal rights and representation. His belief in
decentralization aimed to empower local communities and respect their
unique cultural identities in a diverse society.

Dr. Ghassemlou was a strong advocate for minority rights, stressing that
protecting these rights was essential for social stability, peace, and
development. He argued that marginalizing any group weakened the entire
society.

On the international stage, Dr. Ghassemlou tirelessly raised awareness about
the plight of Kurds and sought support for their struggle. He engaged with
international organizations, foreign governments, and global human rights
groups, presenting the Kurdish cause as part of the broader fight for global
justice and human rights.

Dr. Ghassemlou's political skills and commitment to democracy had a
significant impact on Iranian politics. As a firm secularist, he opposed the
Islamist regime of the Ayatollahs, recognizing its threat to freedom and
human rights. He aimed to unite Iranians from all backgrounds against the
repressive regime, emphasizing the shared goal of establishing a democratic
and secular state.

In recent years, Iran has witnessed significant events that highlight the
urgency of our cause. The tragic death of Zhina Amini in September 2022
sparked widespread protests and the "Women, Life, Freedom"” movement.
Led primarily by women, millions of Iranians took to the streets, demanding
an end to the oppressive regime and calling for democracy and human rights.
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These courageous actions echo Dr. Ghassemlou’s lifelong fight against
tyranny and for the rights of all marginalized groups.

The recent presidential elections in Iran showed that more than sixty
percent of the population did not participate—a powerful statement of
disagreement and dissatisfaction with the regime. It is crucial for Norway
and other European countries to align their political strategies with the
sentiments of the Iranian people. A strong international response to the
regime’s actions is essential, including addressing the role of its paramilitary
entities.

As we remember Dr. Ghassemlou's legacy, Norway and other European
countries must take decisive action. Recognizing and addressing the threats
posed by the Iranian regime and its paramilitary groups is crucial. The
experience of recent decades has shown that the Islamic Republic is a
dictatorship based on the principle of “Supreme Leadership” and cannot be
reformed. We urge Norway and the EU to take appropriate measures to
reflect the seriousness of the regime's oppressive actions, thus supporting
the fight for democracy and human rights in Iran.

Norway has a proud tradition of standing up for human rights and supporting
democratic movements worldwide. By taking this step, Norway can show its
commitment to these values and demonstrate solidarity with the Iranian
people and all those fighting for democracy and freedom in Iran. This action
aligns with Norway’s broader foreign policy goals of promoting peace,
security, and human rights globally.

As Kurds in Iran and Iranians alike, we must uphold Dr. Ghassemlou's ideals
and principles through advocacy, education, and political engagement.
Building coalitions with like-minded individuals and organizations will
advance the cause of democracy and minority rights in Iran. Educational
initiatives can spread awareness about Dr. Ghassemlou’s contributions and
values, inspiring new generations of activists and leaders. Documentaries,
biographies, and academic studies can help preserve his legacy and ensure
his contributions are not forgotten.

We must continue to amplify Dr. Ghassemlou's voice on the international
stage. Raising awareness about his contributions to the Kurdish struggle and
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his vision for a democratic Iran will garner support from the international
community and pressure Iranian authorities to respect human rights and
uphold democratic principles. Engaging with international human rights
organizations and United Nations bodies will keep the spotlight on human
rights abuses in Iran and advocate for meaningful change towards democratic
governance.

As we commemorate the 35th anniversary of Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou's
assassination, let us honor his memory by continuing to fight for the
principles he held dear—democracy, secularism, tolerance, and minority
rights. Only by actively working towards these ideals can we truly realize his
dream of a democratic Iran where all citizens are treated with dignity and
respect.

The growing political awareness among Iranians has significantly weakened
the credibility of the Islamic regime. The last election results highlighted the
weaknesses of the Velayat-e-Faqih system, revealing its instability. Most
Iranians have rejected the regime’s presidential election. Over sixty percent
of the population demands fundamental changes in the political and social
arenas, seeking a transition beyond despotism. The majority of Iranians once
again wisely and vigilantly expressed their detestation of the Islamic
Republic. The continuous efforts of Iranians can further weaken this regime,
paving the way for a national and democratic system.

The Islamic Republic faces challenges that threaten its survival. It is in a
state of decay, facing multi-dimensional crises and difficult decisions that
may not ensure its survival. By intensifying the joint and united struggle of all
democratic, patriotic, and freedom-seeking forces, we can progress towards
establishing a democratic government in our beloved country, Iran.

Thank you for standing together today, for remembering a great leader, and
for your unwavering support in the ongoing struggle for a free and

democratic Iran.

July 13, 2024
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