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1 Russell Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival: A Population History since 1492, (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1987). Other scholars have used this expression, as well.

2 David E. Stannard, American Holocaust: The Conquest of the New World, (New York: Oxford University Press,
1992), p. 146 and pp. ix - X.

3 Although Stannard called this historically unprecedented tragedy the American Holocaust, | prefer to call it the
Indigenous Holocaust because it was Indigenous people who were almost wiped out, and they did not call
themselves Americans. 4 Thornton, p. 42.

5 Ibid., pp. 43, 90.

6 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Indian Population of the United States and Alaska, 1910, (Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1915, p. 10, cited in Russell Thornton, “Population of Native North Americans,” in A
Population History of North America, ed. Michael R. Haines and Richard H. Steckel, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000), p. 32.

7 A well-documented estimate of 69 million is found in “Indigenous Peoples of the Americas,” Wikipedia, https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of _the_Americas. An estimate of about 40 million Indigenous people in
the Western Hemisphere today is found in Roger Noriega, “Indigenous Advancement in the Americas, U.S.
Department of State Archive, (October 7, 2004), https://2001 - 2009.state.gov/p/ wha/rls/rm/37116.htm. However,
this is a significant undercount.

8 The Census Bureau reports about 6.7 American Indians and Alaska Natives, of whom 2.7 indicate they have
multiracial ancestry. See U.S. Census Bureau, “Facts for Features: American Indian and Alaska Heritage Month:
November 2017,” (October 6, 2017), hitps://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2017/aian - month. html.
As Thornton has remarked regarding recent censuses, part of the increase in the number of people identifying as
American Indians and Alaska Natives derives from the Census Bureau’s reliance on self-identification since 1960,
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and part of the increase derives from “changing racial definitions from one census to another.” See Thornton,
“Population of Native North Americans,” pp. 31-32. In addition, today there are about 560,000 Native Hawaiians, of
whom 62% indicate they have multiracial ancestry. See Sara Kehaulani Goo, “After 200 Years, Native Hawaiians
Make a Comeback,” Pew Research Center, Fact Tank, (April 6, 2015), http://www.pewresearch.org/fact -
tank/2015/04/ 06/native - hawaiian-population/.

9 Paul Rivet, “Langues Américaines,” in Les Langues du Monde, Vol. 16, ed. Antonie Meillet and Marcel Cohen,
(Paris: Société de Linguistique de Paris, 1924), pp. 597 - 712, cited in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and
Survival, p. 23.

10 Karl Sapper, “Die Zahl und die Volksdichte der Indianischen Bevolkerung in Amerika vor de Conquista und in der
Gegenwart,” in Proceedings of the Twentyfirst International Congress of Americanists, First Part, The Hague,
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1924, pp. 95-104, cited in Thomton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 23.

11 Paul Rivet, G. Stresser Péan, and C. Loukotka, “Langues de '’Amerique,” in Les Langues du Mondei, ed.
Antoine Millet and Marcel Cohen, (Paris: Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique), pp. 941 - 1160; and Karl
Sapper, “Beitraege zur Frage der Volkszal und Volksdichte de Vorkolumbischen Indianerbevoelkerung,” in Reséna y
Trabajos Cienticos del XXVI Congreso Internacional de Americanistas, Sevila, (Madrid: S. Aquirre, 1948, both cited
in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 23.

12 Alfred L. Kroeber, “Cultural and Natural Areas of Native North America, “University of California Publications in
American Archaeology and Ethnology, 38, (1939), pp. 1 - 242, cited in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and
Survival, p. 23.

13 Woodrow Borah, “America as Model: The Demographic Impact of European Expansion Upon the Non-European
World,” in Acts y Memorias , Vol. 3 of XXXV Congreso Internacional de Americanistas, México, (México, D. F.:
Editorial Libros de México, 1964), pp. 79 - 87, cited in Thomton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 23.

14 Henry F. Dobyns, “Estimating Aboriginal American Population: An Appraisal of Techniques with a New
Hemisphere Estimate,” Current Anthropology, 7, (1966), pp. 395 - 416, cited in Thornton, American Indian
Holocaust and Survival, pp. 22 - 23.

15 William Denevan, The Native Population of the Americas in 1492, (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
1976), pp- 289 - 292, cited in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 23.

16 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, pp. 25, 42.

17 Henry F. Dobyns, “Reassessing New World Populations at the Time of Contact,” Paper Presented at Institute for
Early Contact Studies, University of Florida, Gainesville, (April 1988), cited in Stannard, p. 342, Note 23.

18 Stannard, pp. 11, 151, 268.

19 James Mooney, “Population,” in Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, Vol. 2, ed. Frederick W. Hodge,
Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin No. 30, (Washington, D.C.: 1910, pp. 286 - 287 and
“The Aboriginal Population of America North of Mexico,” in Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, Vol. 80, (1928,
pp. 1 - 40, cited in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 26.

20 Kroeber (1939), cited in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 26.

21 Douglas Ubelaker, “Prehistoric New World Population Size: Historical Review and Current Appraisal of North
American Estimates,” American Journal of Physical Anthropology, 45, pp. 661 - 666, cited in Thornton, American
Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 29.
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22 Russell Thornton and Joan Marsh-Thornton, “Estimating Prehistoric American Indian Population Size for United
States Area: Implications of the Nineteenth Century Population Decline and Nadir,” American Journal of Physical
Anthropology, 55, (1981), pp. 47 - 53, cited in Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, pp. 26 - 29.

23 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, pp. 29 - 32, 43.

24 Ibid., pp. 32, 42.

25 Stannard, p. 11.

26 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 15.

27 Ibid.

28 Ibid., p. 28.

29 Ibid., p. 30.

30 Ibid., pp. 30 - 31.

31 Ibid., p. 31.

32 James Wilson, The Earth Shall Weep: A History of Native America, (New York: Grove Press, 1998), p. 20.

33 See, for example, Gunter Lowy, “Were American Indians the Victims of Genocide?” Commentary, (September 1,
2004, at https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/were-american-indians-the-victims-of-genocide/; and
Michael Medved, The 10 Big Lies about America: Combatting Destructive Distortions about Our Nation, (New York:
Three Rivers Press, 2008), pp. 11 - 45.

34 Stannard, p. xii.

35 Ibid.

36 Henry F. Dobyns, Their Number Become Thinned: Native American Population Dynamics in Eastern North
America, (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1983), p.24, cited in Thomnton, American Indian Holocaust and
Survival pp. 44 - 45.

37 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, Chapters 3 - 5, and “Population of Native North Americans,”
pp- 14 - 30.

38 Thornton, “Population of Native North Americans,” p. 22.

39 Clark Spencer Larsen, “In the Wake of Columbus: Native Population Biology in the Post - Contact Americas,
Yearbook of Physical Anthropology, 37, (1994), p. 110, cited in Thornton, “Population of Native North Americans,” p.
22,

40 Cary Meister, “Demographic Consequences of Euro-American Contact on Selected American Indian Populations
and Their Relationship to the Demographic Transition,” Ethnohistory, 23, (1976), p. 165, cited in Thornton,
“Population of Native North Americans,” p. 22.

41 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p.16.

42 Stannard, p. x. Stannard estimates the population of Hispaniola at about eight million, but even if Las Casas’
lower estimate was correct, the scale of the tragedy is staggering.

43 This was the estimate of Las Casas. William Denevan, “The Pristine Myth: The Landscape of the Americas in
1492,” Canadian Environmental History: Essential Readings, ed. David Freeland Duke, (Toronto: Canadian
Scholars Press, 2006), p. 94. See also Stannard, pp. 81 - 87.

44 See, for example, Charles Walker, The Tupac Amaru Rebellion, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
2014).
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45 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 49.

46 Ibid.

47 Ibid., pp. 50 - 51. See also pp. 51, 113 - 122.
48 Ibid.

49 Ibid., pp. 51 - 54, 123 - 131.

50 Ibid., p. 51.

51 Ibid., pp. 53 - 54, 124; and Larsen, p. 110, cited in Thornton, “Population of Native North Americans,” p. 22.
Counting the Dead 16

52 Stannard, pp. xiii-xiv; Vanessa Barbara, “The Genocide of Brazil's Indians,” New York Times, (May 29, 2017),
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/29/opinion/the-genocide-of-brazils- indians.html; Rogelio Saentz, “A New Book
Targets Racism—in Mexico,” San Antonio Express News, (November 19, 2016), http:www.mysanantonio.
com/opinion/commentary/article/A-new-book-targets-deadly-racism-in-Mexico-10624239.php; and Duncan Green
and Sue Branford, Faces of Latin America, Fourth Edition, (New York: Monthly Review, 2013), p. 164.

53 See, for example, David Grann, Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the F.B.l., (New
York: Random House, 2017); and Michael Parenti, Democracy for the Few, Ninth Edition, (Boston: Wadsworth,
2011y, p. 127.

54 A. J. Vicens, “Native Americans Get Shot by Cops at an Astonishing Rate,” Mother Jones, (July 15, 2015),
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/07/native-americans-getting-shot-police; Stephanie Woodard, “The Police
Killings No One is Talking About,” In These Times, (October 17, 2016), http://inthesetimes.com/features/
native_american_ police_killings_native_lives_matter.html; and Elise Hansen, “The Forgotten Minority in Police
Shootings,” CNN, (November 13, 2017), http://www.cnn.com/2017/11/10/us/native-lives-matter/index.html.

55 United Nations Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, State of the World’s Indigenous
Peoples, (New York, 2009), pp. 22, 25 - 28, 164, 168, 170, and 227, http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/
documents/SOWIP/en/SOWIP_web.pdf,); and Vanessa Ho, “Native American Death Rates Soar as Most People
Are Living Longer,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, (March 11, 2009, http://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Native-
American-death-rates-soar-as-most-people-1302192_php.

56 The concept of excess deaths was popularized by the U.S. Health and Human Services Department, Report of
the Secretary’s Task Force on Black and Minority Health, Vol. 1, (Washington, D.C.: Govemment Printing Office,
1985), pp. 62 - 85, https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/OMH-HecklerReport.html. The
Report defined excess deaths as “the difference between the number of deaths actually observed in a minority
group and the number of deaths that would have occurred in that group if it experienced the same death rates for
each age and sex as the white population.” p. 63. The Report found that 25% of the annual Native American and
Alaska Native deaths before the age of 70 in the U.S. were excess deaths in 1979 - 1981. This equated to 1653
excess Indigenous deaths during each of those years. pp. 79 - 80. This rate of excess deaths was likely much lower
than before the 1950s and 1960s, when some improvement in Indigenous people’s health began. However, some of
this improvement has been reversed in recent decades, and in 1999 - 2009 almost 50% of Indigenous deaths were
excess deaths. See “American Indian and Alaska Native Death Rates Nearly 50% Greater Than Those of Non-
Hispanic Whites,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, (April 22, 2014), http://www.cdc.gov/media/
releases/2014/p0422-natamerican-deathrate. html.
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57 Stannard, p. 151.

58 Ward Churchill, A Little Matter of Genocide: Holocaust and Denial in the Americas, 1492 to the Present, (San
Francisco: City Lights Books, 1997), p. 1.

59 Thornton, American Indian Holocaust and Survival, p. 43.

60 Russell Thornton, Personal Communication with the Author, (December 4, 2015).

61 David A. Swanson, “A New Estimate of the Hawaiian Population for 1778, the Year of First European Contact,”
paper presented at University of Hawaii, February 2015, cited in Goo.

62 David A. Swanson, Personal Communication with the Author, (March 27, 2016).

63 Thornton has confirmed that a 2.5 multiplier can be used for calculating the total number of Indigenous deaths
attributable to colonialism. Thornton, Personal Communication with the Author, (December 6, 2015;.

64 Maria DaSilva - Gordon, Puerto Rico: Past and Present, (New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 2011), p- 16.

65 Relatively few Indigenous people died in combat against U.S. forces since 1900, but Indigenous deaths in U.S.
wars abroad exceed 1300. See Thomas A. Britten, “Native American Soldiers in World War I,” in The Routledge
Handbook of American Military and Diplomatic History: From 1865 to the Present, Edited by Antonio S. Thompson
and Christos G. Frentzos, (New York: Routledge, 2013), p. 88; Alison R. Bernstein, American Indians and World
War II: Toward a New Era in Indian Affairs, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991), p. 61; and Nese F.
DeBruyne, Congressional Research Service, American War and Military Operations Casualties: Lists and Statistics,
(April 26, 2017), pp. 5 and 12, https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RL32492.pdf. Scores more died in the murders of the
Osage people in Oklahoma in the 1920s and the political repression of the 1970s. See Grann; and Parenti, p. 127.
Hansen notes that about 22 Indigenous people were killed by police in 2016. A conservative “ballpark” estimate of
ten Indigenous deaths at the hands of police each year since 1900 suggests about 1200 deaths. The total number
of Indigenous deaths from war, racist violence, and repression appears to be more than 2500.

66 The limited statistical information on Indigenous births, deaths, and mortality for much of the twentieth century is
discussed in Nancy Shoemaker, America Indian Population Recovery in the Twentieth Century, (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1999), p. 8. However, even a conservative “ballpark” estimate of approximately
1600 annual excess deaths, a smaller number than reported in 1979 - 1981, would indicate a loss of approximately
189,000 lives since 1900. In addition, the U.S. Census Bureau reported a decline of about 21,000 in the Indigenous
population between 1910 and 1920, likely in part the result of the 1918 - 1919 influenza pandemic. See Shoemaker,
p. 4. If half of this 21,000 population decline and the more than 2500 violent deaths noted above are added to the
estimate of excess deaths, a rough total estimate of Indigenous deaths attributable to the legacy of colonialism and
institutionalized racism since 1900 exceeds 200,000.

67 Thornton has confirmed that a 2.5 multiplier is appropriate for estimating the total loss of Indigenous life in the
Western Hemisphere between 1492 and 1900. Personal Communication with the Author, (December 6, 2015).

68 At least several hundred thousand Indigenous people have suffered violent deaths in countries south of the U.S.
since 1900. See Stannard, pp. xiii-xiv; Barbara; Saenz; and Green and Branford, p. 164. In addition, the number of
excess Indigenous deaths in Central America and South America since 1900 is likely significantly larger than in the
u.sS.
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